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PAGE 01 DUSSEL 00216 081535Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-08 INR-10 LAB-04 
NSAE-00 SIL-01 SOE-02 AID-05 CEA-01 DODE-OO 
DOE-11 H-02 INT-05 L-03 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-05 
USIA-15 OES-07 SP-02 SS-15 STR-07 TRSE-00 ACDA-12 
/134W 

082550 082151Z /64-61 

R 081515Z FEB 1978 
FM AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3416 
INFO USMISSION USBERLIN 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMCONSUL BREMEN 
AMCONSUL FRANKFURT 
AMCONSUL HAMBURG 
AMCONSUL MUNICH 
AMCONSUL STUTTGART 
USAREUR HEIDELBERG 
USAFE RAMSTEIN 
USCINCEUR STUTTGART 

UNCLAS DUSSELDORF 216 

MIL ADDEES FOR POLADS 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: ELAB, ENRG, GW 

SUBJECT: CANCELLATION OF SHIFTS IN WEST GERMAN COAL MINING 

1 . THE RUHR COAL COMPANY (RUHRKOHLE A.G.), THE LARGEST 
WEST GERMAN COAL PRODUCER, AND THE WORKERS COUNCIL OF THE 
COMPANY HAVE AGREED ON TWELVE WORKFREE DAYS FOR 1978. 
COMPARED WITH TEN IN 1977. 

2. IT IS EXPECTED THAT THESE WORKFREE DAYS WILL REDUCE 
COAL PRODUCTION BY ABOUT THREE MILLION TONS. THIS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 DUSSEL 00216 081535Z 

REDUCTION IN COAL PRODUCTION IS DEEMED NECESSARY BECAUSE 
OF THE ACCUMULATION OF MORE THAN 30 MILLION METRIC TONS OF 
COAL AND COKE IN STOCKPILES AND BECAUSE OF THE POOR MARKETING 
SITUATION IN THE GERMAN IRON AND STEEL INDUSTRY. 

3. THE MINEWORKERS AFFECTED WILL DRAW A SHORT WORK 
COMPENSATION FROM THE UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE, THE 
REMAINING DIFFERENCE IN NET WAGES WILL BE COVERED IN PART 
BY THE COMPANY. THE MINE AND ENERGY WORKERS UNION 

IS PREPARED TO ACCEPT WORKFREE DAYS UNDER THESE CONDITIONS. 
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IN ORDER TO AVOID SUBSTANTIAL LAY-OFFS.DUX 

UNCLASSIFIED 

« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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